
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 5 May, 2020
Between 7.30pm and 7.37pm 

Due to the Corvid19 emergency and lock-down restrictions no actual face-to-face meeting took
place. This Parish Council meeting was conducted via zoom and all public were invited to attend. 

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Andrew Shone, Joanne Nichols, Ruth Appleby & Gemma Cook

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk,  

Apologies for absence

There were apologies from Cllr Peto and Farrell

1. Election of Officers

Andrew Shone was proposed as Chair by Ruth Appleby and seconded by Gemma Cook.
Ruth Appleby was proposed as Vice Chair by Andrew Shone and seconded by Gemma Cook.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
This report outlines the progress on or resolution of the significant matters of business covered by the Parish
Council during the past year.
In progress

 The Parish Clerk has been the Parish Council representation on the Ray Windfarm Community 
Interest Company (CIC). There are currently three funding categories that residents can apply – a) 
charitable organisations applying up to £10,000 via the Small Grant Fund through Community 
Foundation, b) charitable organisations applying for in excess of £10,000 and all other organisations 
apply directly to the CIC, c) Small Donation Fund for funding up to £500. Details can be found at 
www.raywindfund.co.uk that also include the CIC ‘Covid 19 hardship fund’.  

 The Parish Council is working with various parties as part of with HLF Revitalising Redesdale for 
the refurbishment and upgrade of the Percy’s Cross area.  

 Northumbrian Water (NWL) has very nearly completed the work on the Otterburn water treatment 
works. When the Rochester and Byrness sites have also been upgraded there will be a legacy fund of
up to £10,000 promised by NWL to be split evenly between the three communities. There are plans, 
agreed by NWL, for the flashing speed lights to be replaced in Otterburn. 

 The Parish Council are working to combat the problem of dog mess in the village. Unfortunately the 
dog poo bag dispenser located alongside the RTC has been vandalised. A replacement is on order. 
Notices will continue to be put put across the village and pavement stencils marked while the 
problem persists. 

 The Parish Council are still in regular contact with NCC and the Police regarding the problem of 
speeding traffic through the village. Additionally  NCC have promised to help with reducing the 
problem caused by some drivers who park on the pavement along the main road preventing some 
pedestrians access along the footpath.

 The Parish Council are seeking through the Local Transport Programme for the introduction of 
20mph speed restriction in both Brierley Gardens and Willow Green as well as 40mph restriction on 
the road from Otterburn Hall junction to the Willow Green junction.

 The Parish Council are examining further ways to communicate with the community and are looking
to have a Facebook page to compliment the current website.

 There is work in progress with NCC to have broken signs and railings in the village replaced.
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http://www.raywindfund.co.uk/


 Environmental Agency and NCC have promised to remove trees that reduce visibility across the Mill
bridge on B6320. Additionally the Otterburn burn bed where is runs alongside Bridge End will be 
improved to reduce flooding problems. 

Resolution
 The Parish Council have worked with County Council to have sections of the Otterburn Trail 

improved and made safer and easier to walk along.
 A flood plan has been further developed with the help of the Environmental Agency following the 

flooding in August 2019 and February 2020. Volunteer Flood Wardens are still being sought to assist
with communications.

 The Parish Council have considered 17 planning applications received from either NCC or 
Northumberland National Park during the past 12 months.

 The Parish Council have taken on the ownership of the footpath from Mr Lynn that connects the 
Play Area in Brierley Gardens to Willow Green following the completion of the conveyance. 

 A recently refurbished seat has been relocated to the entrance of Percy’s Cross and installed on 
specially made decking.  

 The Parish Council have agreed over the past year donations to Tynedale Hospice, Great North Air 
Ambulance, Community Action Northumberland, Otterburn Memorial Hall and St John’s Church.

 After careful deliberation the Councillors agreed to maintain the precept at £6,562

3. Finance update
The Clerk advised the opening balance on 1 April 2019 had been £11,012 and closing balance at 31 March, 
2020 £10,815. Receipts for the year had been just £7 for bank interest in addition to the precept of £6,582. 
Expenditure had totalled £6,787. This included £922 donations, £966 on grass cutting, £436 Parish 
insurance premium, £253 conveyance costs for the footpath connecting Willow Green to Brierley Gardens, 
£430 seat decking, £186 defibrillator battery replacement and £2,783 for the Parish Clerk’s salary.  

The Parish Council assets had increased in value by £1,106 to £41,831 recognising the purchase of the seat 
decking and the parcel of land to the Parish Council ownership.

4. Reports from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle had been unable to attend the meeting.

5. Matters for further discussion
There were no other matters raised.

2019-20 AGM Mins 2020


